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4 LETTER oe PHP. 2y 
The Authour of ny 


to bis Anſwerer. 


$1 R, 
Am certainly inform'd INE: is an Anſiet ” 
| my Book fareaded, 'and a Peyfois'cliolen 
out for that Employmerit 3 whoſe- Name [ 
am unconcern'd to know, it being orily his Qud-- 
lity asa Writer I have to do with.- I receivethe 
Alarum wirh eu chearfulieſs; knowing that; 


it my Adverſary behaves himſelf well, it 'will 
exceedingly conduice to the clearing and ſettling 
the main point there controverted. ' But, be- 
cauſe there is difference between being baltd an 
Anſwer and beirg an Anſwer , and that*tis ex- 
tremely oppoſit tomy Gentus, to be task'tin lay-- 
Ing open mens Faults even as Writers, (though it 
has been my unhappineſs formerly to meet 'wirtr" 
Adverſaries, whoſe way of writing made that 
carriage my orily duty ) wheretore to: prevent, 
a$ much as Tam able, all occation of: ſuckur-- 
ſayory oppolitions , . ahd: to make way' to the '- 
clearing the point, that ſo bur Diſcoutſe 'may? 
redound to the profit arid -ſatisfaQtion -of+ our” 
Readers, I make bold to offer you thelefew,Re+' 
flexions 3 which iri effe& contain no.more/but a 
Requeſt you would ſpeak to the potat;//arid%in' 
£5: a way i5 is apt to bring the-matter nearer a- 
gearng. This if you Pra 6 do; you will- 


F 


- very much credit your ſelf and your endeavours 


i the opinion of all ingenyous perſons. If you 
refuſe, and, zather Ehuſe, to run into Rhetorical 
Excurlions,. and fuch Diſcourſes as are apt to 
breed new Controverlies not pertinent to the 


preſent one under band,; you will extreamly dil- 


parage. both your | ſelf, ' your party and your 
Caud, and give mean. excecding advantage 


againſt themall ; I ſhall alſo have the Satisfacti- 
on to have manifeſted before-hand by means of 
this Letter, - that 1 have contributed as much as 
In me lies to make you avoid thoſe Faults, which 
I muſt then be forc't to lay open and ſeverely 
preſs upon you,. little to your Credit nor your 
Cauſes neither; You being (as I am inform d 
and Reaſon gives it ) lignally chuſen out as held 
moſt able to maintain it. 

2. That there may be no more diſtance be- 
tween us than what our Cauſe enforces, I heart1- 
ly aſſure you that though I highly diſlike your 
Tenets negatively oppoſitto what we hold Faith, 
and.the Way of Writing I foreſee you mult take 
(unleſs you reſolve to love Candour better than 


_ your Cauſe )as Doug laconcluſive and fo apt to 


continue not finiſh debates, yet I have not the 
leaft pique againſt yours or any mans Perſon. Nor 
have I any particular averſion againſt the Prote- 
ſtant partyzratherT look uporit with a better eye 
than on any other Company whatever which has 


broke Communion with the Catholick Church : 


 - It preferves (till unrenounc't the form of Epiſco- 
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pacy, the Church-Governmett. inſtituted by 


Chriſt 3 and many -grave Solemmtics and Cere+ 
monies, which. make our. Unjon: leſs difficult : 
Mariy of their ſobereſt Writers acknowledge. di» 
vers of the renounc't Tenets to be Traths; ſome 
bf them alſo profeſs to hold: Tradition, eſpecially 
for Scripture's Letter 5; and even for thaſe Points |. 
or Faith-Tenets in which they and: we; agree 4 
that is, where their Intereſt isnot touch't: | Wiſh 
they would as keartily- hokd: to;it'in all othet 
Points which deſcended by 1t, and:look into- the 
Virtue it has of aſcertaining; and decheein what 
that Virtue coxſits 3 I am tanfidant; 4 little can-. 
dour of confeſling truly'what they fihde,, joyn'd 
with an endeavour of looking into Things rather 
than Words., would eaſily make way to a fair 
Correſpondence. I eſteem, and even honour the 
Proteſtants from my heart for their. firm: Allegi- 
ance to his Sacred Majeſty and his Royal Fathers 
This uniting themalready with all ſober: Cathb- 
liks undet that excellent notion of good Subjects, 
and in the ſame point of Faith, the Indiſpenſa- 
bleneſs of the duty of Allegiance we owe our 
Prince by Divine Law.. Laſtly I declare, that for 
this as well as for Charitable Conſiderations, I 
have a 'very particular zeal for their reconcile» 
ment to their Murher-Qhurch 3 and. that *ris out 
of this love of: Union Ieadeavour fo carteſtly to 
beat down the wordiſh and diffatisfaFory way. 
of Writing,and.go about to'Evidence the Ground 
of alt our Faith 5 knowing, that, as wounds are 
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never MN RO, + © Af cur'd, by uniting 
the diſtant fides at thefurface, and leaving theinf' 
diſunited atrd unheal'd at the bottom , but thef, 
cure muſt beginthere firſt ; ſo,the onely Way tof* 
heal the Wounds of the Church, is to begin firſth* 
to win ſome-to acknowledge the moſt radical and 
bottom-Principle of all Faith, as controvertedf} 
between us; without which all agreement in parf 
ticular points muſt needs beunſound and hollow-F:; 
hearted: '''FThisis my onely aym in £xre-Footing:(” 
That therefore you may .not, obſtruft ſo good af” 
work; and withall perform the duty of a ſolidf}. 
and candid Writer , T'offer to your ſelf and all b 
ingenuous 'Readers'theſe few Reflextons : not | 
fprungfrom my Will (for what Authority have q 
T to preſcribe you your method ) but from true b 
Reaſon:working upon the Thing 3; which makes” 
it juſt duty in you, and ſo ought oblige you rof® 
follow it. T 
3: In the firft place , fince the ſcope of myF- 
whole Book is about the Fir#f Principle in Conf, © 
troverſy, orthe Ground of all Faith , as to our 1 
Knowledge; that is, about a Point antecedent to 
all particular Points; I conceive it reaforable youſ* 
ſhould ler your Diſcourſe ſtand firm to the' mat-þ® 
ter in hand, and not permit it to flide into Conf 
troverſies about Particulars. For fo, 'tis evident;Þ,” 
we ſhall be apt to multiply many words little tc 
our preſent purpoſe. On what conditions you, F 
 may'haveright toalledge Particulars as pretend F 
ed Inſtances of Fraditions failing, ſhall be ſecnf 
hereafter. 4. Next 
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"2a; 
ing] 4 Next, I deſire yow would preoſe.nn ſpeak 
\ein {ut Categorixally,and declare whether you A 
the 'aith abſolutely Certdint ta! ns, orelle Poſſible ta. 
to falſe for any thing we know, To explicate my 
Grſt If better, /thar ſo I may, void ſome Common, 
\ngþ99 frivolous Diſtintions., my intent, 4s; to de-, 
tegnand of you jn behalf.af the Chriſtian Reader 
ad his due ſatisfaCtion, whether you thold Gods 


ro Providence has laid in the: whole Creatign any, 
ng. tain means, by way of. Proper Cayſcs, to ſuc! 
1 af Eftect, tQ bring down F atth eraly.£0. us , and 


lic hether we can arriveiat; Certain Knowledge of. 
a1jF0oſe; means; that 15,,, gate to ſce,ar. know the 
\oxfcomnexion between ſuch Cauſes and'their Effect 
velpoken.of. 'Imake bold topreſs you. earneſtly to 
his declaration; and my reaſan is , hecauſe-no- 
hing/will ajore.conducetothe Cancluſion of our 
preſent Debate : For, in cale ſuch.Cauſes be Jaid 
and can be: ſeen by us,, they they are Evident or 
emonltrative Reaſons for the froung of our 
Faith's Certainty : But, if -no ſuch Cauſes be 
aid, oh being laid , cannot be ſcex by us , then 
Il the Wir of man can never avoid the conſe- 
,uf1vence, but that we can have onely Probability 
+.þfor all our Faith+- that js, fox any thing we abſo- 
;Putely know, *tis all as falſe as an old wite's tale 3 
+ pance there are no'degrees in Truths and Fall- 
. o#200ds. If you advance this Civil piece of Athei; 
1ÞUry, you muſt pardon me if 1 be ſmart with you 
In oppoſition to ſo damnable and Fundamental 
$22 Ertour : I loye Chriſtianity and Mapkinde too 
2 A 3 We 
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| Dodrin þ 
| 2bolutely Impoſlible to-invent _ thing "that 


wellto ſſl that Poſtdog which'deſtroyes effe- 

ip Loc rogbug all their Eternal Hopyineh 
and Subſtance of all their Hope, to paſs un 

atiz'd, as it deſerves. Nor think to avat 
your ſelf by ſome 'Diſcourſers in our Schools, It it 
will be ſhown, when preſt, that they are (till pre» p 
'Chriſtians through the virtue of Tra- 
dition which they all hold -v notivithſtanditi ol 
their private ſpeculations : but you hot, becautef © 
of your want of Certain Grounds, to make you 
rationglty hold Chriſts Faith. They onely miſtook 
a Word, whereas you willbefbundto erre in the 
whole Thingorth the ordinary Means eto Chri: 
(ty \ 1 

Again, if ſuch Cauſes be fitting to be lajd by 
God's Providence, tis impoſlible to avoid the 
Ed" in Swre-Footing , þecauſe "ti: 


looks like ſuch Cauſes,” but thoſe which are de 
liverd there ; 'nor did any' other 'Way'ever ats 
tetmpt to ſhow any ſuch.” WhenveT foreſce your 
Cauſe'will force on to fly for reſuge'ts the attu; 
al Uhtcertainty, or pofiible Falſhood'of alf oui 
Faith for any hing any tan living knows by 
ordinary means. conſequenceof'an erro- 
neous tenet”! Bk tis gnehwrnc.n and; foto 'b 
expected, fuch Effects ſhould follow the renoun 
cn the Rne of Faith. 

- Thirdly, 1 conceiveit very reaſonable thi 
nf would) «hs to declare whether Controver 
onghr © to have: "7 F Irſt Princt _ Oorno 5 "ks 
ag | rhe 
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wr to no pea candidly © 


eng Com- 
trovertiſts are Certain Of not LP 

their diſcourſe has ng Grown d or Fir rinciple 
torely,on, If any, whether Tradition be It ; Or, 
un:” it benot,. what elle. is; and Fen vouch (as 


red plain reaſon tells us you Qught) that what you 


ra. ligne has tryly 31 it the Res of a Firſt Prin- 


od ciple, which FPAmey. Kal Fe to be felf : 
F, evidence. Gy. Ya [0 Pp Fr you EY 

| your beſt play) I ubſticute inſtead 
I of Tradition, Can h it be Firſt Principle, : 
hel it aced not be at al} /e/Fev7, ent, . Any thin ng 1h8e 

ri content me, ſo youwIl bux pleaſe, to ſpea phy 
{ and to the paint. . 

1 6. Again, fince it is exigently your task to 
+4 argue againſt Traditions Certainty » tis as Evz- 
.:4 dent that while you argue againſt it, you muſt 
if bear your ſelf as holding It rcertein 3 I conceive 
] then plain Reaſon obliges you notto produce any 
| thing ageizſt Tradition which de ends wpor 
. 4 Tradition for its Certalnty 3 for, in doing ſo you 
+1 would invalidate and even nyllify all your own 


2a they have no certainty but by means 


ſo they would be incompetent to be product as 
progfe, and your ſelf very diſ*;ngenuows to pro- 
duce them : I add ſe/f-contradi@ing too , and 
 Unski fol 3 Nature and Ar/ſtotle reaching us, 
thata Diſcourſer ought not ſuſtain contrary to 


himſelf. Hence plaineſt Reaſon excludes you 
A 4 rom 


proofs : Since, ;if Tradition be held by you un-_ 


4 of It, they muſt be. confeſt Uncertain too z and | 


tt 
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| from alledging any kind c eſtimony, either fron 


your Certainty of thoſe Teſtimonies is finally re{ 


ſuch, you have right to alledge the forefaid Te 
Authority 7 Till then, you can have no right itfy 


you are to be held's'Renouncer” of that T hing 
Certainty upon which there are'prerended de 


_ any other ſecondary Awtho 


Benipeure, Conncib, Fathers, or Hiſtory, till yoif 
aniwer my Corollaries 12, 15, 16. which preteng: 
to demonſtrate the Certainty of all theſe depenJh 
dent on Tradition's; and the onely way to ſho 
my. diſcourſes there to be weak, is to manifefſt 
my miſtake by declaring into what other thing 


ſolvable, whichis not coincident with Tradition | 
When you produce fuch a Principle,and proye ify 


ſtimonies, for-then you.\can' make good thei 


true reaſon to'do it, Not onely; becauſe till the 


monſtratjous agaiiſt you. Theirs is built 3 anq1 
thoſe preſumif'trae"ones, becauſe you' let fuctſy 
ſtrongeſt Atrempty paſs unanſwer'd; but veryſt 
particularly for this Conſideration that our preſo 
ſent matter teſtrajns you from it ; For, vor dilfo 
courſe is ,about' the Ground 'of that Authority 
which aſcertains ts us Faith { ,which therefore i{a 
antecedent. to- the; notions of Faith , Faithful{n 
Church, Councils, Farhets, nay and creditablqa 
Riſtory-books too; ſince thole rely on Tradition r 
(taken at large) fortheir Certainty,” a$is evidenſy 
by plajn-realan, Cordll.' 16, 24. which devolveſy 
into this, that Tradition, is FIRST AUTHOYJT 
RITY, andſonot ffroavabi ordifproovable byit 

tics), but ovght rq* 
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ronfſbe impugn'd by pure Keaſox. \ButziF'you thiirile 
yolſfft to grant this Certainty to Tradition taken"at 
enÞarge, yet deny it to Chriſtian Tradition, which 
>enflhath, beſides its Hyman force, moſtpowerful Dis 
howfvine Motives alfo to ſtrengthen it;pleaſe'to ſpeal 
ifefffit out , and the- ſtrange -unreaſonableneſs'of the 
1ingpoſitifon will quickly be made appear. Or,if you 
' refprant Chriſtian "Tradition | Certain 'm- bring» 
ionfdown thote commen Points in which' we agree, 
re ifyet Fallible, nay aftuallyerring,in bringitig downs 
Teſto us thoſe other points which we'were- found 
hetfholding upon Tradition when youTeft us,and for 
t itfwhich,as grievous Errors, you pretended toleave 
hefus; pleaſe to declare in what you hold'the virtue 
ng yof Tradition conſiſts , aſcertaining to us borh 
dejthoſe common points, and how we corne toknow 
andTradition is'engag'd for them 5/4which done , it 
uch will quickly appeat whether its aſtertaitiing'vit- 
erytue has its Effet upon ſome, and not others; of 
on all. Unleſs you do this, your very admitrancs 
lifJof Fradition's Certainty in ſome ,' 'overthrows 
my you without more ado for, toacknowledgenc 
argumentative forthe Certamty of ſore , grams 
bit a virtue' of Aſcertaining;' which'therefore'you 
Jare oblig'd to-grant in //, unleſs you give the 
reaſon of ' your Exception : otherwiſe to admire 
when your'Intereft is not touchit, and rejet lit 
when 1t oppoſes you, is' phinly to confeſs that 
Tradition is able to certify, yet'thar you admit 
byit when you lift, and reject it when you lift. + 
! 7. Deirg inform'd then by Evident —_— 
rtaat 
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thatino kindiof Authority but only the way off 
Reaſon. js a eampetent Weapon to tight againſt 
Tradition with 5; I. have three things to propolel, 
=—_ Lo pats) this occalion,. which I hope 
bl found reaſonable to any intelligent man by 
the very mentioning... , Firlt, that you would notff 
fch Arguments as ſtrike as well at the 
altancy, of every Species in Nature, eſpecial 
yRational,Nature 3 that is, ſuch natural 2dedihh; 
#8 as tend to deſtroy. all Natural Certainty 
Secondly, 4bat your objeftions be not forraj 
or fetch't from afar of 3, for theſe are multiplia 
ble without-.End, and apt to be ſuggeſted b 
Fancy upon. every not-ſecing the coherence ol 
bane Qther; remote { whether real or conceited 
Truth, with the, Tenet we aim to impugo Jy}. 
but that, they,be izwediate and cloſe, that is... 
taken out of the Intrinſecal Nature ofthe ThingJ;. 
For ſo, they.will be more forcible and by $a | 
quence be apt-to do your Cauſe much ſervice 
and unleſs they, be ſuch, they will do it. none 
For ,.inregard-my whole proceſs is grounded on 
thenature of the, Thing, as appears by my Tran 
fition, and every, Logician kagws that remote 
and commer. conliderations are liable, for, an 
thing we knoty, to be conneGed or got-connedy ; 
ed with the point we would apply them to, be 
eauſe we ſee no Connexian but what's Immedj 
ate5 it follows that tis a very incompetent and 
dilſatisfatory way toimpugn an Adverſary whc 


endeavours all along to fram2 his diſcourfe out p 
mM Fo | 


| (TT ”"Y 

' Ofthe Intzinſecal Nature of «the Thingy'by re- 

nBnote, or unimmediate, that is; 1 »\ Upcons 
oledieted cdinars. The third thing I requelt is, 
That you either grant that no tor Rea» 
Kon is Conclufive; Obliging-to-Aſent, cr Satis» 
Kadtory, but what iscither Proper ( atleaſt Ne- 
Jcellary ) Caule or Effet ; or elſe ſhow.us qutat: 
FLogick that other Aediverebavethis vireug; and: 
Show they come to have it,' + This way of [|proces 
dure will give me a great reſpett for you- a8 ta-' 
king honeltly the Way which 1s apt to.Gleat 
Truth 3 and you will have this SatwfaGion to 
Iyour Conſcience that you have endeavourd it to 
|your power by following the beſt method you 
could -1magin to give your Cayſe its due advan 
tage, in caſe it can bear that Teſt z that as, 1m 
qcaſe'it be Truth. . And, if it cannot bear it; that 
'B is, if it be no Truth, 'tis your|qwn belt Advan- 
C1] tage by. this ſtridt procedure to: have dilcaver'd 
© Fit. Your Judicious Readers allo that look ſeri» 
© 1 ouſly for ſatisfaftion, will reſt much edify'd and 
29 thankful! for your purſuing that Method, which 
40] s.likely tofave them 2 great-deal of: fraitlels 
94 pains in- reading ;multitudes of- books writ.in'a 
foole way, whence no-Conchulaan or Satisfuction 

<q 1slikely toreſult, 0 + 

7] 8. My fifth requeſt , and 1; bape 'tis jult and 
oh reaſonable, is thisz that, if yau conceive your 
TJ Diſcourſe has made-good the Certajnty of Writ- 
19] ten Authorities or quoted Teſtjmonies, without 
0] [Tradition, (which 1 ſee isinpoſſible,) and hence 


you 
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You make account you have title to produce ||.,: 


@gainl ſt Tradition's Certainty; (That bein 
ararter in' hand): and A you relolve 
te: plirſuc the 'way of Citing - Authours; you! 
would then-be pleaſrd to vouch your Citations 
to'havetruly in them the nature of Teſtimonies; 
that is; to be built on Sexſtble: Knowledge, 'and 
notog Speculative', or Opinion'in'the Authous' 
alledg'd ,'- and that they- fall "under © nonievof” 
Dr. Pierce's faulty: or Inconclufive' Heads > or 
elle ſhow they are'Conclufive though thus Faul- 
ty, which is done by confuting my Grounds' laid 
in.my-Firſt Appendix. þ. 6, 7, 8: Or, laſtly, to 
declare;that though thus Faulty and Inconchulive 
they-ought {till to bealledg d; and to giveyour 


- 


_ reaſon for it 3 which, candidly fpoken out, |am f 


forewill be this, ' that you muſt-[either produce þ 
fuck;ior none.” hope all on? ingenuous Rea- 
ders'will think | me 'very reafpnable ,, . who am 
well contented with any thing which: is ſpoke 
out. expreſsly and'declaratively of what:werbod 
or-way of Satisfying you take; tand onely: delire 
youwould not quote” and'fpeak'comfuſediy and 
#1 C001, as" it you meant ito perſuade your | 
Readers-:that ' your diſcourſe has vin ir fume 
ſtrange force taken in the bulk: though you þ. 
will /youch noone particular piece 'of it tobe þ, 

Certain; or, asif you ſuppos'&their reaſons were 
to be amaz.d'and ſtupify'd-meerly at the vene+ þ 
rable Names of: Authors atid the ſolemnity of a |; 
diverſe-Jetter'd; or diverſe-languag'd quotation, þ 
wy | without 


» (13) 
ce J,ichout clearing to their Judgements the, virtze 
2 þy which fuch 'Cirations can' pretend tothave 
Ye Force able to ſubdue their underſtandings to Af 
U Fent, or (which is all one) ſatisfy them. If you're- 
Ns Fife to do me reaſon in this point,and ſtil] reſolve 
55 $o purſue the huddling together Teſtimonies 

| 1 oi warranting their Certainty by ſhow! 
*J:pon rational grounds they muſt be ſuch, f 
bf $211 declare beforehand to my Readers, thatT 
*X Snuſt be forc't to do right to my ſelf; which is, 
I- $o rank all your Teſtimonies under Dr. Pierce's 
d aulty Heads, and ſo let them go as they are. 
Of 9. Particularly, I beg the fultice of you not 
' Fo think to over-bear me with the conceiv'd Aus 
* #hority of other Divines' refolving Faith in their 
N Epeculative Thoughts after another manner than 
© do: fince this can onely tend to ſtir up Invidi- 
'- ſpuſneſs againſt my perſon(whichyet their charity 
 Fecures me from) and not any wayes to invali- 
date my diſeoutſe, For,every one knows tis no 
ews Divines ſhould differ in their way,of ex- 
plicating their Tenet, which they both-notwith- 
anding hold never the leſs firmly ; and/every 
E Bearned man underſtands that the word Divine, 
mporting a man of Skzf or Knowledge in ſuch a 
atter , no Divine has. any Authority but from 
the Goodneſs of the Proofs or Reaſons he brings 
ind on which he builds that Skill. Pleaſe then 
'0 bring, not the empty pretence of a Divines 
\uthority or Name, to oppoſe me with, and I 


hall freely give you leave to make uſe ofthe Yir- 
tus 
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Mo of their Atihorieled, af is their Reaſmer a a-F 
'$xinſt'me as muchas you will. I eaſily yeeld to 
ſe great diſcourlers, whoever they be, a pre- 
cedencyin other Speculations and Knowledges 
ts'Which they have been more addicted, and; for 
| whieht have been better citcutoſtane* tz In 
this the Ground of Faith,' both my much 
Praftice, my particular Application, my /Diſ- 
edtirſes with our nations beſt Wits of all ſorts,my 
_ rafing out late acute Adverfaries and the An- 
ets to-them ,, with other Circumſtances; and 
 laſtly;"mhy ſerious and: induſtrious ſtudying the 
Point, join'd with rhe clearing Method God's 
Ptovidence has Ied'me to, have left me (as far 
281 ktto\v) in no diſadvantage. What would 
avail yoii'againſt te and our Church too ( for 
my Intereſt as defending Tradition is indiffolubly 
Ike with Hers) is, bs ſhow that our Church 
 ptoceeds' not on Tradition , or | that in Her 
Definitions She profefles to reſolve Faith an- 
other way rather than mine, or ( which 1s 
equivalent) to rely on ſomthing elſe more firm- 
ly and fundamentally than on Tradition. But 
the moſt 'expreſs and manifold Profeſſion of 
the Council of Trer? to rely conſtantly on Tradi- 


tion, has ſo put this beyond all poſſible Cavil on hs 


my ſide, that I neither fear your * Skill can ſhow 
my Grounds in the leaſt ſubconttary to hers, nor 
the Goodneſs of any Learned ied: 

Catholik (however Ne may conceive the [n- 
fallibility of the Church plac't ad abundantiand 


in 


conſidering Þpnc 


Y 


& 


& 


*” 
& 


ook't into and farther explicated than formerly: 


(p.126, 127, &c.) has © 


he Church at leaſt ) in Primitive times till Scrip- 


_+F# P11 LI <d no. uw 


he later, pleaſe to refle&, that every farther Ex- 
plication or Declaration. as far as 'tisfarther,muſt 
eds be new; and fo, inſtead of difgracing us, 
you moſt highly commend our reaſons for draw- 
ng conſequences farther than others had done 
before us. Again, if it be onely a farther Expl:- 
ation,'tis for that very reaſon #ot-new 3 fince the 
Sence of the Explication is the ſame with the thing 
xplicated 3 As 'tis onely an Explication,then'tis 
'ot-vew z as farther, 'tis indeed ew, but withal 
nnocent, nay commendable. But there are three 
nings more to be ſaid on occaſion of this objet- 
ng Catholik Divines 3 One is, that, taking Tra- 
lition for the living voice of the preſent Church 

as I conſtantly declare my ſelf to do, not one 
atholick does or can deny it; for he would eo 

ſo become no-Catholick but an Arch-hereticksz 
nd this all acknowledge. In the thing explica- 
ed then, that is, in the notion of Tradition afl 
Pgrce with me (and conifequentty mthe I—_ 

© 
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io ſomthing &ſe ) will or can ever diflike it, Tex- 
ze you may go about to diſgrace my Way'"as 
| wp : Bur I muſt ask, whether you mean the 173 
arce of it is new, or onely that *tis now deeper 


If you fay the former, _— horns. co 
arly tnhown the contra« 


ry 3 and common fenſe tells us no other way was 
Or could be poſlibly taken (for the Generality of 


ure was publiſhe univerſally and collefted : If 
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ol-my Explication ) nor can any do otherwiſe, ex, 
cept t e.cquivocated in the Word Traditionk 
y miſtake my meaning, which I conceive non 
| will do, wilfully after = have read here mh 
x declarationof it ſo unmiſtakably laid down. The 
| ſecond thing is,that an Alledger of thoſe Divine 
| will onely. quote their Wordsas Speculaters, nc 
thoſejo which they, deliver themſelves naturally; 
as Chriſtians or Believers 5 which Sayings wer 
collected, we ſhould finde them unanimou 
lyſonnding to my advantage,and not one of then 
oppolitely.. And, laſtly, ſpeaking ofour Explicafit, 
tjon asto its warner, Divines contradict one anoff} 
ther in other kinds of Explications, but not on 
Author can be alledged that expreſly contradictfic; 
this which I follow. _ b 
. To. My fixth requeſt is, that you would ſpeak te q 
the main of my Book,and not catch at ſome oddy 
words, on the by as it were : Otherwiſe, un 6 
derſtanding "18k! will ſeethis is not to anſwer ; 
but to,cavil, _ n 
-- Fi. And, becauſe we are (I hope) both of uf |, 
endeavouring to clear Fruth (Iam ſure we oughg jx 
| to be {o.;): therefore, to acquit your ſelf to-youſ x 
| | Readers that you ingenuouſlly aim at it, . I cong y 
Il | ceive.yqu will do your {cIf. a great deal of right 5 
Wl - and me but reaſon, nay ( which is yet weightiery y 
do the common Cauſe beſt ſervice, if you wilf q 
E 
C 
dy 


joyn with me to retrench our Controverlie a 
much as we can, _Let us then ayoid all Rherc 
tical Digreſfions and Aﬀettations of Witry anc 


| (1 

Fine Languages which = declin'd in niy 
10%hole Book, and choſena plain downright nian- 
Ondnerof Expreſfion, as moſt ſutable and ina 
Mural to expres Truth. Likewiſe all Repetitions 
[haof what particulars others have ſaid or adferd 
NeÞpefore us, ſuch as are the ObjeRions made” by 
NC 1tingenious perſon, the L. Faxkland, and the 
nſwers given them in the Apology for Traditi- 
Jon ; unleſs it be conceiv'd thoſe Solutioris are 11s 

ſafficient, and Reaſons be offer'd why. they are 
en judg'd fo. For I conceive it an endleſs' fofl to 
tranſcribe and reprint any thing others have one 
before us, exceprit be Grounds which ought to 
nfbe oft inculcated and ſtuck to 3 and thoſe parti» 
culars which we ſhow to be not yet invalidated, 
but to preſerve ſtill their ſtrength, Much les 
do I ſuſpett i it cat fa}l under the*thobþbt þ ONE 
dF who aims to diſconrſe rationally { fuch ty An- 
unF fiverer ought to be ) ro take topether alt the filth 
CN and froth of the unwatrantab Aftiotis or ' Opi- 

nions of ſomg im the Church, or to rup on end- 
leſly with an Berks of invettive & invidious fay- 

2" ings on his own head without proof; & theri apply 
uy them to the Chutch, as does the Difſwader. It 
ny would alſo very much conduce to the bringing 
htY our differences to a narrower conipaſs if yout 
ery would candidly take my Book endwayes, . Md 
v9 declare what init is eviditie ahd foto 2h allow4 
_1J ed; whatnot : What Pririciples ate well laid or 
ec \— right dtawn 3 and = are other- 
0q wiſer: To requite which favours, I promiſe the 
IL B ſame 


—__WWW.c 
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ſame Carnage in my Reply: to, you. By this 
means 1t will be quickly diſcover'd whether or 
no you have overthrown my. Diſcourſe by ſhow- | 


| ing. Hl: coherent, . and how far 'tis faulty 3 that. 
if L cannot clear it tq be connected, I may con- 
fels my fault and endeavour to amend it. For, 
however I ſee my Grounds Evident, yet I am far 
from” judging my ſelf Infallible in drawing my 


the Thing. - 


' 12.;Jathe next place Iearneſtly requeſt you,as 
you Iove .Truth; not to ſhuffle of the giving me 


a full Anſiver, noy <0 deſiſt from your Enterpriſe || 
(as Theara Certain perſon of great eſteem for his || ; 
z and-prudence has already-done) though | 


learnii 

you Fo Gras difficulty where to faſten upon the 
Subſtantial part of my diſcourſe. There are 
perhaps many difficult paſſages which my Short- 


neſs forc't me to leave Obſcure 3 Theſe willnatu+ | 


rally occaſion miſtake, and Miſtake will breed 
Objections to impnga me with. Pleaſe, if 0- 
thers fail, <WJA. uſe of thoſe atleaſt. *Tis 
no diſcredit in you to miſtake what's obſcure 3, 
rather it argues a fault in me (did/not my circum- 
ſtance of writing Grounds, $ onely to Schollers, 
excuſe me ) that I left it ſoz. To makeatuends 
/ for which I promiſe you to render it clear Ay" 


'Ki's 


—_ 


I ſee where it pinches you or.gthers, And on this 
ſcore,l owe very morn to Mt Striling. 
fleet, that by ſpeaking clearly out his thoughts, he 
gave me a fair occaſion to open” that' pot, he 


E impugn'd, I think, upon miſtake of our Tenet.” 


12. If you think fir ſomtimes. to _—_ ad 
hominem, be ſure what youy build on be ether our 
ChurchesTenet or mine3for I am bound to defend 
nothing elſe. Tf then you quore Fathers, firſt, fee 
they ſpeak as Fathers, that 1s as Believers and Wit- 
neſſers; for 16 'tis evident our Chntch means 
them by her Expreſſions inthe Council of Trent 3 
as alſo did Antiquity. For both of them con- 
ſtantly alledge and ſtand upon Traditio Patrum, 


| | not 9pinio Patrum: Next,ſee you bring Conſerſws 


| Patrum, or an' agreement at leaſt of yery many , 
| of them ſpeaking as Witnefles , otherwiſe you 
| will not touch 'me nor our Church; forſhe nevet 
| abetted them further. In,caſe you bring Coun- 
I cils, it would beyery efficacious you would chuſe 
ſuch Teſtigionies'(CIf you can fnde them) as [- 
brought froni the-Council of Trexr; rhar is,ſuch 
in which they declare themſelves Cor the Cir- 
\cumſtances rex) they proceed upon their 
J Rule of Faith : For, otherwiſe, every one knows 
that' Bifhops'in' a Council have in them, be- 
ſides the Quality of Faith Defirerr, thoſe alfoof 
Govemours, *atid' of the moſt Eminent and (olid 
D7zvines in God's Church. If Scripture, you 
muſt make Evident the Certainty of your wav ct 
arguing from it, ere Tor our Church ſhall allory 
| B 2 It 


it.argumenative. Thus much for Authority. I 
you oppoſe me by my own Principles or Diſcour- 
ſes of, my Reaſon, I muſt defend my felf as 
well asI can. . One thing cn this occaſion, I mult 
Mind you of; *tis this , that though you ſhould 
conquer in this way of arguing ad hominem, you 
pnely conquer we as a 6s Aus ſhowing that 
I contradict my felt ; not my 7 epet : for to prove 
that falſe, you mul} fix your foot and build your} 
diſcourſe on ſome Ceftain Ground 3 which bare- 
ly my heldirg it (on which your diſcourſe ad 
hominem 'reljes) cannot make it. You muſt 
build then on ſome Grounded Truth if. you will 
o about to overthrow a pretended one. Indeed, 
af youcan ſhow Tradition contradiCts her ſelf, 
you will do more than miracle, and ſo mult con- 
- quer, But I fear not the Gates of Hell, much leſs 
Man's wit can prevail againſt that impregnable] 
Rcck. Onely,I beſeech you bripg not as Parallels 
againſt our Tradition in hand, which is a yaſt and 
ſirong ſtream, other little petty riyulegs ſprung! 
originally from the Senſations of twp. or three : 
For, then, as one fide was hable, in a thing not 
known publikly,to bely their Senſesz ſo the con-} 
veyance down of ſuch fleight built Atteſtatzons 
may eaſily be ſelf-contradiGory., In a word, : it} 
you will argue, take firſt inte your. T houghts the 
nature of the Thing you argue againſt, and then 
fall to work aſloon as yon will. Nuw, if you 
ſhould chance to fay you hold the Sayings of Fa: 
thers 3nd Ccuncils ({ome at leaſ?, to be Fertary, 
| my 


wn 
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wy Reaſon tells me from Principles, that, having 


| Experience tells us is now affirmative now nega- 


le} work ſolidly, and you © 
J us ſome hold of your Reaſon, whereas a com- 


© 
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renounc't Tradition which onely could aſcerta 
them,rational nature in you will not let you have 
any hearty conceit of their Convictiveneſs, what» 
ever you pretend 3 but that you rawly alledge 
them, and ſo let them go with a valeant quaniune 
valere poſſunt, That therefore we may have 
ſome ſecurity more than your baxe word (which 


tive in this pojnt,asit beſt ſutes your Intereſt, or, 
after a pretty Indifferent manner, half-one-halt- 
tother) that your profeſſion of holding to ſuch 
Authorjeies is not hollow-hearted but rooted 1n 
yourReaſon, 'tis juſt your Readers ſhould ex- 
pet you would declare in what the virtue of Cer- 
trfyine conſiſts, and that They have this virtue. 
his if you do, you acquit your ſelf to. go to 
fer us fair play ip giving 


mon Expreſſion gives none. This Procedure allo | 
will ſhow, when apply'd, whether you are Juſti- 
hable or no for admitting ſome Authorities of 
that nature and rejeCing others. 
_ 14.My laſt requeſt is,that,if in the courſe of four | 
Anſwer you think fit toccmplainof me for bring- | 
ing Hiſtory and other Proofs heretofore commcn- | 
ly without more ado admitted, into Incertainty ; 
pleaſe ro amend the fault you finde, and ſettle 
their Certainty cn {cre better Pripciples than I 
have endeavourd. In the n.can time 'tis Evident | 
my whole Ecck ay ws at ſcttling the Certainty of | 
: ; all 


uthority \by evidencing the Certainty of 
Aptber? ; 3 upon which the Aſfurednel of 


gry, Fathers, Councils, Church, Faith, nay, 
Virtueor Chriſtian Life muſt all be buile. This Þ” 
151py,way 5 if you judge it incompetent to do F” 
the Effect ſpoken of, be pleasd to-manifeſt it Un- F 
fit and ſhow usa'Better. A 

15. Perhaps I may have demanded more of K 
you inſome particulars than is due from the ſtrict Þ.” 
duty of meerly anſwering : in the Schools, a bare 
denial, ordiſtin&ion is enough for a Reſpondent. | 
But I conceive weare not on theſe terms: in regard || * 
weare not met face to face, where the. returns 
of the one to the other can be quick on every 
occaſion. This, obliges us, for the Readers' fatif- Þ'? 
faon,toenlarge our ſelves arid bring reaſon for 
every thing we athrm or deny, leſt we ſhould be F 
thought to do it gratis. And, your caſe here, is |... 
partieuſarly diſadvantageous :"For, if you go 
about to overtfiray/ that on which T aym to ſhow 
the Certainty of all Authority buflt, and Yet de- 
Flare not on what your ſelf hold them byjle, [. 
and, by your faithful promiſe ro ſthow it ſhottly, g 
give them ao hopes you will perform itz you 


Y 
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end them away. very much dflatisfy'd eittler 
with you or with all the Authority in the world, 
though built on Senſitive Knowledge: Of which | 
it bing impoſſible Rational Nature ſhould per- [ 

witthem to doubr,they muſt needs diflike your = 
attempt, and have an ill conceit of your per; J 
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off s1 R, Twunderſiand,to my exceeding Satisfa@i- 
'Y bn, that multitudes ofthe moſt Eminent,Solid and 
1 Ingenuom Wits of 0197 Nation bave been diligent 
F peruſers of my Book, Conſider, their eyes are woke 
'” hou. while you Aruſwer 5 I am confident by Dr 
a udge I have re queſted 20 more q yan 7t this Letter, 
* But what's reaſonabl Aye to.thefr and #9 ſatts- 
aJions. and fo,will look yeur. Anſwer ſbould-be 
7 orreſpondent, T hey, are weary of endleſs Conjteſss 
Fl tbout Faith ; and,, ſeeing we are..z Ar; \T 
-rting, the ſigaifcatsor of ſame pe 2th Fa 
mony, but penctrating deep inte the pery bowels, of 
' þ point which # of the greateſt, coxcern in the w/ 
o [on cs end perſuing (or 477 al fikely to decide 
he clearing of it, their expel ations, are be Ft” 
redted and attentiaely obſerujng ppl will c 
fue of this rational. combat,,... Fruftrate ndt thear. 
deſires to ſee Truth mnanif;ſted bringing 164 Bae 
tion back from the plajm 0 enfld af Bonde Serif 
mr-method, toa Logamachy on maxd-skarmgþ,an 4 
rderneſs of. Talk; ont of mbi the Tine ad of 
rounds or Principles had diſce azgled #4 1; 49 
Deas therefore 5 well as your Jet adecf ths: 
equeſting thoſe of them who art” acquainted, wot 
y Anſwerer, to preſs him to do himſelf, me, the 
vorld (his Cauſe too, if it can bear it) the right 
lue in Reaſon, and here demanded. This Sir , if 
ou will perform, I (hall bay ſme the remembrance 
pf the Juſtice T have to it, and look upon it purely 
a Favour and moit obliging Civility to him who 
ir, next to Truth's, 


Feb. 6th Your Friend and well-wiſher, 
I665. a. ee me 


TGA an norte eee one 
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0 POSTSCRIPT. 
IF. you complain of this Fore-ſtalling as U#- 

uſual; as longas *tis rational you can' have no 
' feaſon ro. do ſos and it will appear ſuch to him! 
that confiders 'it-was at ##uſual Circumſtance: 
occafion'd 'it. *Tis this : T had endeavnur'd to} 
bring Controverfie from an Endleſs to a Conclu-! 
' five Way : and both my Reaſon and Experience! 
' made me apprehend my Proteſtant Anſwerer; 
. would have fuch ſtrong Inclinations to bring it? 
bac into the way of quoting and glofling Teſti-| 
monies (that 1s, ito a wordiſh ſcanning a greats 
arr of all the Libraries in the World) that al 
ender touch at it in my Book was not forcible| 
and expreſs enough to oblige him to take notice}: 
of it. —. cond cored my 
_ 0 intelligent and ingenuous perſons, 
ct holiks and Proceſtantand reed their} 
;  approbation, I reſoly'd,and purſu'd it as you ſee ;} 
| And I bope 1 | 


the. manifold Uſefulneſs of it (as! 
: hall be ſeen what way ſocvernow you take upon! 


of anſweri will ſufficiemly juſtify my! 
you of anfreting y j von 


